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PS: 4; for us, that the word of the Lord 
Fay nn «2p yo bec ry 2 Thes. iii. 1. " 


-Ws.are agsembled on a truly important and 


interesting_ vccagion—an occasion calcula- 


ted to. inspire the philanthropic bosom with 
of inexpressible delight, We have 
come up hither to attend the annual meet- 


En body x to. review the 


> 26> 2 nnd PA 


Its" 
i 
n linto mio 


ho pos $i en ea 'Y Thor's heuds. 
We. have come here to joi ” in mutual con- 

n for-the 8uccess which has crown- 
ed our efforts since we last-met ; to rejoice 
in view of every indication of the increas- 
ing rity of our. cause; to. attend to 
the improving and delightful exercises of the 


» © 


sanctuary 3. to offer up our thanksgivings toi 


Heaven, and supplicate its continued smiles 
on our endeavors to promote the great in- 
terests. of truth and moral righteousness in 
the. world. Such. is the occasion, such the 

arpoges of our assembling ;; and we de- 

tly thank God. for the day, and ask his 
blegzing -to. rest on it. May it be to us a 
of * refreshing from the presence of 


ba ave chosen a text which sto m 
wind+ well. d to the þa nes 19 _ 
which cannot fail to interest the minds and 
_—_ of both. preachers and hearers. It 
Presses the [xt Hairy which the apos- 
Jelt 1n.the and prosperity of the 
Yord of £ jeving | he did, that the 
was an. inexpre treagure ; and 
now ing as be did, that a knowledge. of its 
neiple:; $40 2N to the best good] 1 
ind, nboothy wish- 
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He earnegstly NY to zend it forth, to.« en- 


whic _—_ to find a welcome abode in. the 
b&v#om of every christian minister. Every 
truly conscientious preacher of the blessed 
gospel of 'a world's salvation, must feel an 
ardent wish to promote its extengion and 
prosperity. If there is one unconque 
desire in the heart of such. a preacher, it is 
that God's word may-be conveyed, in its 
[vic gas simplicity and richness to every 
and yay yike mind 3 it is, that the 


w w—_y" errors and gupe 


y WAY 
their witherin ng. influences. may - be done 
away, and all the ends of the earth see the 
salvation of our God! : Am I decoingry PIG 
opinion of the thoughts and feelings"of 
isters ? the ministers of Jehovah's enfinits 
grace? No; I am not deceived. . L have 
that within, which tells me I cannot be mig 
taken; and on nos this, I .8ee that, an the 
countenance of each ministring br: 
fore me, which confirms the decisioi 
confident that I have 
every fellow-laborer in the gospel p | 
this occasion ; nay, of every wort DiS- 
ter in the order to which I bave the bappl- 
ness to be united. He could addreas.you. 
in the language of the text, he could 
to this respected congregation——Men / and - 
brethren, © Pray for us, that the word ofthe. 
Lord may have free course and be ,, 

What is the word of the Lord 1 F 1s 
its diffusion desirable ! How mar mens 


zion of God's word be promoted 1! - These 
are important questions; deeply interesting 
to ag ering vastly 80 to those who au | 
love. the minist To. answer. | 
qunetions will be the ject of this discourse.. 
shall express OWN. Views, as b 
and explicitly, as 4 may b@ able to 
them, and leave others to judge of thor cor- 


| 
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rectness. It is my happiness to belong to 
an ws 2 which acknowledges no human au- 
thorit 7 boges of; faith, "Shich rgeFng 
chains for the*mand, hich assert © claims 
to.anfallibility, a. "rn condemns..no. one 
to endless perdit n for supposed, or actual 
heresy- One is our Father, even God; one 
is our master, even Christ; and we are all 
brethren! Our minds” are free to study 
God's word, and to follow wherever truth, 
conscience, duty, leads the way. "This is 
liberty, any thing short of this, is slavery. 
I make these remarks that it may be dis- 
tinetly understood, that -I am not placed 
here 'as the organ of a party, which has im- 
posed upon me a duty, and holds me respon- 
ible for the manner in which I may per- 

rm it. 'There is no-such party, and if 
there! were, I should not court its 'smiles, 
nor fear its frowns. I am here® among 
brethren who are engaged mza oy 
canse, who have a common intereﬆT and 
whose hearts, and efforts, and sacrifices, 
and hves-are devoted to the promotion of 
the same great ends, the enlightenment, vir- 
tue, and happiness of mankind. 'Ore feel- 
ing animates the ministry, one prayer as-| 
cends to God from all our hearts. ' -And 
what 1s this prayer? I read it in my text, 
*'That the word of the Lord may have free 
course and be glorified.” 

I. What is the word of the Lord? By 
the phrase © word of the Lord* Funderstand 
the doctrine of Christ, the whole system of 
christianity. It comprises whatever 'Jesus 
tanght, in relation to the perfections of God, } 
and the duty and destiny of the intelligent, 
moral universe. It is the whole sy8tem of 
revealed truth, whatever God hath spoken 
by his prophets, his Son, and- the holy. apos- 
tles. ' It comprehends: the promises and the 
threatenings, the warnings and entreaties, 
the 'tender expostulations and melting” invi- 
tations with which revelation abounds. To 
deyelope ' all the principles of this word is 
beyond the ability of man; its riches are 
unsearchable, and past finding out. Enough, 
however, may be known, to answer all the! 
purposes of our 'present existence, and vu 
rest"to our souls, 

"What are the great principles of the doc- 
trine of Christ, as they are delineated in 
the "New: Testament ? What - did Jesus 
teach? He taught the true character of 
God; as the Father and Friend "of all his 
moral creation. He unfolded his perfec- 
tions; he insisted on the essential and infi- 
nite goodness of God, -on the” almightiness 
of his love, on the impartiality of his grace, 
on the immutability of his promises, on the 
parental character of his chastisements, on' 


| 


| 


works, on Re | $0 

mikefy of” yite, 8. ng t 

of the Infinite F ather, ul 

all . men.. to.. purity. and bliss, .and.-t0-erown- 
them with the untading glories, of a blessed 
immortality! 'These are the fundamental 
principles of the word of the Lord, and the 
great topics of the christian ministry. 

Hence, the gospel. of  Christ 1s emph 
cally, * good tidings of great j Joy tick ; 
be unto all people.” It 1s the word of pe 
of reconciliation, of salyation, 
life. It proclaims the abolishment of 
and brings life and immortality to light !- 
tells us that God loves us with«an everlast- 
ing love; that he wills our happiness, that 
he has prepared for us'* a house n 
with hands eternal and in the heav: 
that * where 8in abounded graced muc 
more abound;* and that where in hg 
reigned unto death, grace shall reign 


beret 


'eternal life, by Tesas Christ our Lord. And 


the responsibleness of man to bis Creator, 


in addition to all this, it tells us of - our duty. 
to our Maker, ourselves, and our fellow men 
what to believe, what to do, and what to re- 
frain from doing, that we may be his'follow- 
ers as dear children, and enjoy, continually, 
that - peace of God which Prszeth” under- 
standing. 

To sum up our views of the'word of the 
Lord,” we esteem it as a full and © 
declaration of the pu :hovah in re- 
lation to the duties, moral progress, and 
final destiny of our whole race. ' Here, we 
are presented with the cheering IG 
that all eyes shall see the salvation of our 
God. Here we read the thrilling truth that 
«As in Adam all die, even $0 in Christ shall 
all be made. alive;* that * death "shalll be 
swallowed up in everlasting victory, and 
tears be wiped from off all faces." ' I ma 
be permitted, then, to denominate the word 
of the Lord the doctrine of the final thohk- 
ness and endless happiness of all intelligent 
beings. ' I meet with-this truth in the'prom- 
ise of God to the fathers, in the predictions 
of the prophets, in the teachings 'of Jesus 
and his  apostles: © It is the glorious faith of 
the order to which we' belong; the 'great 
truth, which we wish, fervently wish, may 
every where prevail. 

2. Why is the diffusion or vieread of God's 
word desirable? In other words,” why do 
we wish the. doctrine of Jehovah's unbound- 
ed goodness © to have free' course” and'be 
glorified ? T answer, we desire this exten- 
ion of our religious sentiments, because we 
believe them founded in truth because' we 
believe them agreeable with the dictates of 
reason and revelation; / because” we'! think 


them better tar those which orbery” enter- 
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tain, 'and because we feel that they arein- 
dispensable'to- the best good' and happiness 
of our+fellow beings. + We desire this diffu- 
siow of-our. principles from a feeling of hu- 
man-kindness, from a principle of benevo- 
lence: + We love''our fellow men, we 'wish 
well 'to--our 'race,- we desire' to gee them 
wise, virtuous; and happy. And we know 
that the doctrine of God's impartial grace is 
that alone; which can accomplish these im- 
portant: results, which can render human 
society what we wish it- We desire to do 
men all'the good which lays in our power ; 
and we know of no good; compared” with 
the knowledge of the: principles of God's 
gacred word: - 'Fhis' 1s the greatest good 
which wercan communicate to'our 'race, the 
greatestblessing which can be conferred 
upon intelligent beings. Hence, we wish to 
extend. the doctrine of free and houndless | 
 grace-as the best--and surest means of pro- 
moting the welfare and -happiness of man- 
kind. Beheving as we do, that we have in our 
pos8ession a rehgion, . which can * make the 
solitary + places glad;* which can heal the 
moral maladies and soothe the sorrows of 
our \ afflicted race, which can satisfy the 
mental /and moral] wants of our fellow men, 
and diffuse peace and: joy through the world, 
we ardently pray * that it may have' free 
course and be-glorified.” '  - | 

We desire:this spread' of trath im obedi- 
ence-to the command of Christ. His s0l- 


emn injunction to his apostles was—+ Go ye 
into: all the-world; and preach the gospel to 


every-creature.* We-desire it in conformi- 
ty to-the: will of - God, for 'we read, that he 
will have all men:to be saved and'to come 
unto the knowledge: of the truth.* -It is the 
pleazure of God that all should know him, 
from. the; least-of 'them even unto the great- 
est 'of /them';\ that all eyes may'see his 8al- 
vation. And is it not our duty to pray that 
God's will-may be' done? And is it not the 
duty of christians to obey the command . of 
Chnist + Yes, it is the -duty of every con- 
8cientious christian, whether preacher or 
hearer, to | degire the universal extension of 
truth--and moral righteousness; and to do 
all-in his-power to promote” this great end. 
But of all men, the believers in God's impar- 
tial love are- placed under 'the strongest ob- 
ligation to desire the s8pread of the blessed 
gospel.. They see more glory in the word 
of God than other men} they esteem it as 
an infinite good ; they view it as a message 
of! * life: and immortality* to every creature, 
and;feel that: a knowledge of its principles 


is -indispensable'to the moral elevation, 're- | H 


finement-and' felicity of the human race. 
»And-yet, there are many very sincere and 


doctrine. Tf all men are the ubjects 'of 
God's grace ; if their future endless happt- 
ness isWrendered forever certain in the pur- 
pose of Heaven, what is the use of preach- 
ing?! Why these | desires? these. efforts ? 
these sacrifices'? Let me* unfold this mys- 
tery. © People are deceived in relation tothe 
nature and design of christianity.  Preach- 
ing, according to the popular behefis dearign- 
ed to save the humanrace from endless pu 
ishment in the future state of existence. But 
is this the purpose of the christian ministry! 
Did ' Christ come into the world to gave it 
from'everlasting wo ?' No. You read thathe 
came not to condemn, but to 8aye the world; 
not to save his people from endless punish- 
ment; but from 'theirsins. And what was the 
great "object of the apostolic mission ? Did 
they suffer persecntion, peril and death, to 
rescue men from the wrath of God ? No.— 
'They were sent to open men's eyes, to turn 
them from dAarkness to light, to preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, to- manifest 
the love of God, to redeem the human mind 
from the power 6f error and sin, and make 
man wise, virtuous and happy. Men have 
yet to learn the nature of christianity ; the 
object for which it was given ; the reason 
why it should be'preached. They have'yet 
to learn that now is the day of salvation; 
that religion is for this world, and not for 
the next; and that it is here, in this nper- 
fect existence, that we need the purifying 
influences, encouraging promises, and ele- 
vating hopes of the blessed gospel. © 
Let it be understood then, that we desire 
the 'spread of our faith for [the happiness 
which it is calculated to impart to our fel 
low men. We xee sin and wretchedness m 
the world; we behold our fellow bemgs 
bound in the ehains of error and supersti- 
tion, living without hope and without God 
in the world.' We see thousands 'and tens 
of thousands treading the mazes of exist- 
ence with faltering steps and sad 'hearts. 
We xee the multitude passing their days on 
earth in ignorance of God's true character 
and the rich designs of his grace, worship- 
ping him from a prineiple of abject "fear, 
instead of holy love; and *through fear of 
death,” and imaginary, endless woes beyond . 
it, *all their lifetime s8ubject to bondage.” 
Hence, we are anxious to remove the evils 
which afflict our race, and we know of no 
other method by which this may be done, 
but the diffusion of truth, "the truth as it 18 
in Jesus. We know that men cannot” 
happy, until they become wise and: good. 
ence our desire to extend a knowledge” of 
the principles of the doctrine of Jeevs. 
'8&rd with 'tFe 


We have tested wo aregeL An ag gn 
happy thousands whom this faith has" Te- 
deemed from the power of delusion a nc £1, 


very good people: in :the. community, 'who 
wish to know what is the use to preach our 
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| gy us jo ful, by inspiring us gth con- 

dence in God, by freeing our minds from 
Sohecing views of his perfections, and the 
dread of his everlasting wrath, by shedding 
'upon us the pure and sanctifying influences of 
his infinite love, and by imparting to our 
gouls the thrilling hope of immortal life. 
And we are confident, that were it every 
where known and felt, its effects would be 
every where the ame. 

I know, that this doctrine of boundless 
grace 1s esteemed by the mass of men as a 
tremendous moral scourge. I know that 
its diffusion is regarded as one of the chief 
calamities, one of the great evils of the age 
in which we live. I know that every means 
1s regorted to, which human wisdom can de- 
vise, to check its progress among men. But 
it is 8ome satisfaction to know, that it was 
a88ailed with the same species of opposition 
in the days of Christ and his apostles; and 
to feel that a doctrine which triumphed over 
the combined powers of Jews and Heathens, 
and glorified itself in their overthrow, is not 
to be effectually resisted by any nor all hu- 
man. powers. It may be retarded, obstacles 
may. be thrown in its way, human prejudi- 
ces may be aroused against it, for a season, 
but it cannot be crushed, cannot be over- 
come z it will in the end. rise above every 
obstacle, bear down all opposition, * haye 
free course and be glorified.” | 

'These and similar considerations are th 
reasons why we desire the spread of our 
religious faith. . Our object is to do good, 
to make men acquainted with those  princi- 

s, which we know to be essential to their 

ighest interests. We wish to remove the 
sin, and unbelief, and wretchedness which 
we 8ee..in the world, and communicate to 


4s 


our fellow men the light and joys of God's | pl 


galvation ! 'To reclaim the sinner and re- 
8tare him to the paths of virtue, to enlighten 
the dark mind with the beamings of heaven- 
ly truth, to bind up the broken heart with 

consolations of divine grace, to induce 
men to love God, and to love one another ; 
these are the objects at which we aim. And 
to be instrumental in advancing these great 
ends, we ask the ſeryent prayers, the active. 
gym ies, and zealous co-operation, of 
on Ly hren es Ts would adopt 
the 1: . of.. the apostle, and &ay, 
\, tt for us, that the word of «us 


Lord may have ſree course and be glorifi- 


8, How is this great end to be promoted ! 
By what means may the doctrine of God's 


infinite goodness be advanced. and glorified 
among-men? What is the duty of the min- 
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istry 1 What is the duty of those who, love 


and support it ? These are questions of deep 
importance to all the friends 'of our holy 
faith, and all the lovers of God, and men. 
Believing as we all do, that our doctrine-15 
from God, and that it is the. bread of /hea- 
ven sent down. to satisfy-the -mental and 
moral wants of a — world; and 
knowing as we do from experience and. ob» 
servation its blessed influences, we wish to 
8end it far and wide. And how may this 
object be accomplished? _ 
I begin with devout gratitude to God, for 
the success which has hitherto crowned our 
cause. I thank him for its rapid progress, 
not only in the land of the Pilgrim Fathers, 
but throughout our whole country. I feel, 
that we have many reasons for co 
tion and joy, in view. of the increaed, and 
ﬆtill increasing prosperity of our Zion. 
Much has been done; our comparatively 
feeble efforts kave been. productive of great 
and happy results. Some have planted, 
others have watered, but God hath given 
the increase. But much remains to be done, 
and it is not of the past that I would now 
speak, but of the future; the interesting, 
fearful, but yet promising future. We are 
thankful for the past progress of truth, we 
are grateful to God for all that has been 
done, for the elevation to which the denomi» 
nation of Universalists has attained, - for its 
enlargement, its increase in'knowledge, in 
righteousness, and in grace. But, let 'not 
these flattering circimstances beget | 
us the evils of eupineness, indifference 
neglect. Let us feel that there is more yet 
to be done, that the denomination may be 
improved, and needs improvement, and 
that there is a loud and imperious call for 
increased zeal and energy in the propaga- 
tion and extension of our religious '/princt- 


es. | 

. What can be done for the future prosper- 
ity of the cause in which our minds and 
our better feelings are wholly abgorbed ? 
How 8hall we diffuse abroad and glorify our 
faith! First, if we would a knowl- 
edge of this word, we must develope its 
great principles, and present them in their 
original simplicity and power to the minds 
of our fellow men. We must recollect that 
truth needs to be exhibited, in order to be 
believed and adopted. Hence, let us con- 
8ider it as the first duty of a preacher, to 
declare the truth, plainly, icitly, and 
boldly. By this I do not mean't he 
should be rude, vulgar or abusive. No part 
of truth is to be concealed, no 'com I 

is to be tolerated, there must be no defer- 


ence shown -to popular errors, no dodging 


to word unpopular truths; in a word, the 
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preacher must *not 'shum to declare the 
whole coungsel of God.” I believe, I may 
8ay, that our ministry is not deficient in 
these characteristics. It is strongly marked 
with plainness, fearlessness, and a love of! 
controversy. And if I may be indulged 
with the expression 'of my sentiments, I 
would say, that there is too much attention 
besgtowed upon old- and exploded errors. | 
The age has changed. 'The circumstances 
of the order are not what they were, when ' 
the father's of our Iarael, entered the field: 
of labor. They were Pioneers, and under- 
sanding their duty, with -sufficient resolu- 
tion to perform it, they wielded the axe, the 
zledge, and the crow-bar, with what #skill, 
zeal and 8nccess, let the present state of 
our order declare. But we need not, in 
this respect, tread in their steps. Let us 
lay azide their instruments, but cherish their 
spirit, and imitate their faithfulness and 
zeal. They chose weapons suited to the 
age in which they toiled and suffered; we 
must manifest equal wisdom in choosing 
those which are adapted to our times. The 
opposition to our doctrine, pion, p it be 8till 
great and powerful, has ass new forms, 
and of course requires new modes of war- 
fare. In « word, we must keep pace with 
the spirit of the age, with the progress of 
the denomination, and with the improving 
state of society at large. A preacher at 
this who cannot make a sermon without 
an effort to strike down the doctrines of 
total depravity, particular election and 
reprobation,* ect. 1s behind the times, and 
may be fitly.resembled to the Hero of song 
| * Thrice he routed all his foes — 
WE And thrice be slew the slain.* 

Another duty of the Universalist minis- 
try, the performance of which is deeply es- 
8ential to the prosperity of our faith, 1s the 
developement of its practical results. They 
must aim at making men good, as well as 
wise. What is the great end of preaching ! 
It is the virtue, the moral elevation, and 
refinement of our fellow men, it is the diffu- 
8on of correct principles, the promotion. of 
correct feelings, the reformation and salva- 
tion of our whole race. Hence, the minis- 
try must appeal to men's consciences as 
well as reason. 'They must not only preach 
the doctrine of christianity, but its moral 
requirements, They must make men sensi- 
ble of their responsibleness to God, their 
indebtedness to his mercy, their obligations 
to do his command. They must insist upon 
the great topics of faith, repentance, good 
WOl on he rewards of yirtue, and the 
punishments of mn. They must feel that 
they are zent to reclaim sinners, to rescue 
men from the slavery of guilt, to do the 
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work of ambassadors for Christ. They must 
warn the thoughtless, arouse tran 
to a sense of their danger, encourage the 
hearts of the timid and mag operate 
upon men's fears and hopes, *exhort, re- 
_ admonish, ws. and do all 'in 
their power to make men truly religious. 
In a word, they must employ all ths moral 
weapons of christianity ; its promises and 
threatenings, its invitations and warnings, 
the heaven of holiness, and the hell of yice. 
If we would promote our religion, and 
cause it to © have free course and orifi- 
ed,” we must exhibit more of its benignant 
influence in our lives. Our faith shj 
most resplendent and is most attracting 'in 
example. Hence the disciples were 
to glorify God by their good works. *Here- 
in 3s my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; 80 8hall ye be my disciples.” Let men 
see this fruit in our lives, that our religion is 
love of God'and love of man, that it refines,- 
chastens and elevates the affections, and is 
on earth peace and good will to men. Let 
us do this, and our light will not shine in 
vain. 'Then will our religion go forth to 
heal and bless the families of the earth, and 
the time be hastened when all "the ends of 
the earth sball see the salvation of our God: 
Let the ministry do its duty, and be faithful 
to those who support it. Let it spenk''a 
voice which will pierce men's consciences, 
reach their affections, and move their zouls. 
Let it be fervent, energetic, fearless. Let 
it breath a spirit of piety to God, and good 
will to men. '. Let it demonstrate that 
ſanity, hatred, revenge, or any other ba 
principle, is inconsistent with the profession 
of our faith. Nothing has done/more to bbs 
struct and retard the progress of our reli- 
gious sentiments, than the unchristian con- 
duct of some, who are its avowed friends. 
Many have taken our name, who have no 
religious principle or feeling, and who have 
brought to the order, nothing” but dighonor 
and mortification 3 nothing but the | 
ing curse of their irreligion and their-vi 
These evils call loudly for reform. Let the 
minisry be 8ensible of this fact, and consid- 
er whether the time has not-come when it 
ghould aim more at correcting the evils with« 
in, than those which are i ———_ at 
the cultivation of a truly christian spirit an 
character among ourselves, and less at'the 
vanisbing superstition of the age ? In what 
way can we promote the spread of truth vs 
well, as by bearing in our lives its blessed 
Fake ? How is our faith to be oqurwany'-r7 
by the devout deportment, ardent piety, & 
enlightened zeal of its professed Peers ? 
Let Universalists be made sensible of their 
duty. Let them cherish the spirit and cul. 
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ti the' virtues of their religion. If they 
| on do this—if they have "made their 
trine. only the topic of occagional and 


empty declamation, let them not wonder at 


the unwillingness of those around them to | 


embrace and support it. The best means of 


propagating, and the only method of glori-: 


ſying. the truth, is to- practice the duties 
which it imposes. Let a deep religious feel- 
ing pervade our order; let a spirit of broth- 
only love animate all our hearts; let the 
world behold us virtuous; united and happy, 
devoted to the cause of truth and holiness, 
and always abounding in the work of the 
Lord; and one needs not the gift of proph- 
ecy to'forsee the 'grand/ result. The truth 
would have free: course; error and 8uper- 
stition' would yanish before her resplendent 
glories; thousands would hail it as the day 
gpring-from on high, and come to Zion' with 
songs and everlasting joys ! | 
Is '8uch an event desirable ? Do you wish 
brethren and friends, to send the glad tid- 
ings of God's love—a Saviour's death and 
trumphs, to your fellow men ?* Do you de- 
8ire'to 8ce men virtuous, living together in 
the bonds of fraternal union, and rejoicing 
together in'the hope of a future, blissful im- 
mortality? 'DThen *pray for us,” brethren, 
*that the! word of the Lord may'have free 
eourse and: be glorified” Pray that we may 
be faithful to. God, to our own consciences, to 
our fellow men; that we may preserve the 
unity of the 8pirit in the bond of peace; that 
no- difference of sentiment on minor points 
may dsturb our fellowship, weaken our ener- 
gies, and thus retard the progress of the great 
work in-which our souls are engaged. And 
not only grant us your prayers, but encour- 
age our hearts and strengthen our hands by 
lending us your aid and active co-operation. 
We need your-sy mpathies, your efforts, your 
prayers to God, that we may be faithfu] 
ministers of the new covenant, ' and the in- 
struments in God's hand, of building up the 
Redeemer's kingdom in the' world. 
. Finally, brethren, let us feel that we are 
engaged in a cause which is worthy of our 
best affections, our ardent prayers, and per- 
gevering efforts; the cause of truth, of hu- 
man improvement, in knowledge, and holi- 
ness, and happiness. And let us feel that 
there is something for us todo in aiding its 
progress, and helping it forward to its final 
_ And may the blessing of heaven 
ttend our labors, and the word of the Lord 
have free course and be glorified throughout 
the earth. Amen. | | 


Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 


be put away 


and clamor, and evil-speakin 4 
AUL. 


from you, with malice. —Sr. 
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REASON'S WHOLE PLEASURE.—No- 2. 
« Reason's whole pleasure, all the joys of zenge, __ 
Lie in three words, health, peace, and competence.” F 
In a former number TI considered that 
principle of man's nature which bi him 
on-in the pursuits' of life, noticed the diffi- 
culties which arise from a misapprehension 

of the proper objects of pursuit or the prope 
means of attaining any desired end, and his 
hability to pass beyond the bounds of reason 
in his search after 'pleasure or happl: ess. 
A few remarks were then offered on © health” 
as an important item inthe account of the 
enjoyments of life. OS TR | 
'The next element of true pleasure which 
presents itself to our, notice is peace, At 
first 8ight it would seem that this * delight- 
ful guest' must supply the soul with a full 
and unfailing 8ource of real pleasure_ and 


| that peace in itself constitutes all the enjoy- 


ment that a reasonable 'mind can desire. 
True, the stillness and serenity of the heart, 
the quiet of the pagsions, the steady flow of 
the feelings, the consciousness of innocence, 
are never failing fountains of enjoyment to 
the mind, and-constitute'a great portion, of 
the pleasure sanctioned by reason, but their 
pones may be enhanced by other influences. 

n order to:the fullest possible pleasure, it is 
desirable. to possess, in addition to. mental 
quiet, bodily strength and external advanta- 
ges. 'The possession of health regards di- 
rectly our bodily enjoyments and indirectly 
our mental power; that of peace re > A 
directly our own mental pleazure ; and that 
of competence, our comfort both in relation 
to ourselves and others. 

Health as an element of * reason's, whole 
pleasure* having been- already noticed, we 
pass to a brief examination of the next and 
most important item, namely—peace. . We 
have s8een that the body exerts, a powerful 
influence on'the mind, and there 8eems.. to 
be no reason why this influence should. not 
be reciprocal. Peace of . mind, . therefore 
contributes to the health and strength.of the 
body, and the two united ..compose. a large 
amount of comfort. SIG 

What then, is peace? I am in doubt 
whether this question would receive a 8imi- 
lar answer from all, or whether some tastes 
may not be 80 depraved as;to think differ- 
ently, but it is certain that all those who fol- 
low the dictates of reason and. indulge,only 
in pleasures sanctioned by her, will agree. to 
the sentiment of the poet, A 

© Peace, Oh virtue.! peace is all thine own.? $£2 

Virtue is the fountain of peace, and with- 
out it there can be no true ,enjoyments.. 
We oy boast of the strength of Hercules, 
of the beauty and freshness and vigor of 
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Apollo, we may be rich eyen as Croeeus 
himself, and hot6rds with the good opinion 
| of the world, and yet without the peace of 
virtue we are to ourselyes,.poor, dishonored, 
and despised. 
the trappings of office, the unmerited praise 
of men, cannot hide the wretch from him- 
8elf; cannot shut out the consciousness of 
ill, desert. He may bear himself bravely 
before the many, and pass for a happy and 
peaceful man, but he cannot disgui —_— un- 
worthiness from himself, and Ray the loud, 
united voices of the multitude  shout—thon- 
or!” the s8till-8mall yoice of. the 8oul will 
—_— with sfartling distinctness—* shame !* 

o external advantages ever did or ever 
can Compeneate for the want of virtue, or 
afford © that peace of mind which passeth 
all understanding* and which is the direct 
result of habits of morality and virtue. 

It is equally unreasonable to expect true 
peace of mind from. literary attainments. 
Knowledge brings with it many and delight- 
ful enjoyments, yet of itself it 1s insufficient 
to comfort or support. Wisdom must be 
tempered with. religion 80 as to produce yir- 
tuous inclinations . and habits, and from 
these will spring a peace of mind as .calm 
and deep as it 1s broad and SciurIngy, If 
we wish the pure streams of *peace'” to run 
by the wayside of our existence, ending their 
freshening and invigorating moisture into 
every feeling of our hearts and welling forth 
as a © fountain of waters springing up into | 
everlasting life,” let' us especially cultivate 
virtue, that we may indeed enjoy quietness 
and peace. 8. F. 8. 
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DECISION/ OF CHARACTER, 

Give me as a friend and companion the 
man who has honesty enough to avow his 
opinions on all subjects, and on all proper 
occasions. To. be. undecided is to be _un- 
dutiful, for-it is the imperious duty of every 
intelligent being to possess decision of char- 
acter. - And what after all, is to be -gained 
by concealing one's real views on any gn b- 
Ject whatever 7 Let all christians especially, 
openly avow their sentiments without fear. 
For a disciple of. Jesus Christ to. be unde- 
cided—carried about by every wind of doe- 
trime ; seeking the praise' of men, Tather 
than that of God, 1s a shame. And he who 
has. moral bonesty enough to act decided on 
this most important of all subjects, will-most 
certainly command and receive the respect 
of all candid men. For whether others are 
inclined to fall in with our views or not, they 
will not think the less of us for our honesty. 
Let us decide what is truth, and boldly ad- 
vocate it. G. W. 8. 


The tinsel of popular honor, | 
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OLD COLONY ASSOCIATION: 

It has pleased the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to grant unto the Old Colony Az80- 
ciation another yearly meeting. Tt took p on 
Wednesday of last week, at Scituate, Mass. We 
attended in company with most of the minister- 
ing brethren from this neigborhood, and met a 
large company of those gho preach the word, and 
were cheered and comforted by the mutual faith 
of each other. A spirit of unity characterized 
the doings of the council, and all seemed to ex- 
perience a time of *refreshing from the OR 2-mogy 
of the Lord.? - 

In the house of public worship, our hearts were 
made glad by the songs of praise which were 
chanted by an exceltent choir who snng * with the 
Spirit and pnderstanding also.* The occagional 
8ermon was pronounced by our esteemed brother 
]. H. Bugbee,. who rightly divided © the word of 
the Lord,* and gave a portion to each one; and 
we hope it will profit all who heard it, © being mix- 
ed with faith” We have the satisfaction of get- 
ting it before our readers in this week's paper.— 
May all who read it profit by the same. | 

In the afternoon we listened to an able and 
moving discourse by Br. L. S. Everett, founded 
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on Heb. vi. 17—19. Immediately after this ser- 


[ 


mon, Br. G. C. Leach- of Provincetown, Mass. 
was ordained-to the work of the ministry. Or- 
daining Prayer by Br. T. Whittemore ; Charge by 


. | Br. 8. Streeter ; Right Hand of Fellowship by 


Br. A. A. Folsom. These services were all pe- 
culiarly affecting and seemed to'awaken a 8oft and 
'melting* 8ensation throughout the congregation. 
After an intermission of fifteen minntes, the peo- 
ple again. ass8embled and listened to a discourse 
from the writer -of 'this. We did not expect to 
8ustain the emotions awakened by the former ex- 
ercises, and all we have now to say in relation to 
our feeble effort is, we did the best we could. We 
hope and trust that good will result from the | moet- 
ing. A 8ermon was delivered in the evening by 
Br. St. Clair, of Rochester, Mass. May the 
Lord of-the harvest, give 8uccess tothe pren 
word, and cause it to *run and be glorified.? | 


The length of Br. Bugbee's Sermon has crowd- 


ed out several articles -which - would otherwise 


have appeared this week. But we are confident 


| that our readers will exercise no sorrow on ow 


account. 


©G. H.? will appear in our next. cf. A. "M7 was 
unavoidably omitted ſor want of room. Teak 
be forthcoming. | *Tyro' has come to hand. - 
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TFor the Uaiverealio. ER IR SD lieha B pe 
The Dying Christian's. Farewell. ie 8 __ of 

* Let we die the death of the righteous, nin Whine , Mr, J ow 
end bs ke bis.*=—Namabera 2x18. 110. and et wy hace By \ By Rar. Þ ttemore, Mr and 
Ce tg hr te ea 3 ns Samuel A. Spear and Mizs- 
Morag, \£ Cas ad Ade- 
. hs lv, glndooms ome; Rod ne, daogher ofthe a NE LC Nous. 
by Rev. 1D. Bat us, Opt. Circ 


. and Mizs - Abby 
Ann, daughter fy John Adams, Eq. of Andover. 


th- le, 
'Prodied a vie proger — Deaths. 


from devotion's bland repose FT Ten Tr” 
of revignation to her woes, , MM... this rity, ies Elizabeth Brewer, aged 26. Mrs. 


In Bradford, Vt. Mrs. Mary, wiſe of Mer. John Kim- 


ball, 
x is Medford, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth, wiſe of Mr. Jobn 
Unppegs, 

© Kind bd friends farewell; oh cease to mourn,  o—_ Mr. Horatio Carter, of the firm of Car- 
10" awe ant bo em feady bowere? In Portsmouth, N. H, Mr. Amos F. Smith, » moch re- 
+ And pes, unfading Hanes, spected citizen of Salem, Mass. 29. 

\ Then cease to mourn ; away, | | | 

Ts meet ye on that Argued a ' RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 

Br. T. dads mar will preach in New-Rowley next 


Engr | ates. wenn, s. 56 
+ Dexth's nnget calls my aoul away. <1 Be. O. A. Skingor will preach in Randolph, Mass, next 


Sect ars the folds and mild the ak Br. J. Wright will preach in Boxborough next Sun- 
Ho its azare arch oo high, = _ S. Cobb will preach-in Epping, N. H. next Sun- 
|; Has vant ke « yaaing dream , day; aac by requnt will delvar a dcoures i in the after- 


Oh! they nnot 8tay, i. 6—9 
+ To fadeless scenes I speed my way. Be. T. yo dareLew ne Atkinson, N. H. 
I next . 
Br. W. A. Stickney will MF Princeton next 
Sunday. And in OS unday in-October. 
Br. A. 'L: Baloh wil preach in Watoriown, Maas next 


rn ge Es Gr 
os nid brighter leve.to well 
Beloved frieeds, oh grieve no more, 
es BN shore, 
| te in union 


To meet ye on that glorious day, 


And raiee with om ho 4 oboe des | Tax WB AT is A 
fp eras bright No. 29, Corohil I1, BosTox, TRE 

_ weep 900 more, I part from you, 
With but a short, a brief adieu. 


; Tg 2 poromts cok and. clear, 


4 All = ATT TR business ies” be 
Fox Polleuntte.thy Riſers 


' HARP or ISRARL. | 6. W. STACY, PRINTER. 


